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PREMIERE 

Premiered August 10, 2022 at the Source Song Festival in Minneapolis, MN  
 with Danielle Girard, soprano and Yihao Zhou, piano. 

TEXT 

Spaces of Love*  
by Mary Moore Easter 

 Where you are now silence 
 fills the dimness, saturates 
 the warmth of your bed. 
 Midnight you are awake 
 wanting talk beside a silenced tongue 
 a cigarette’s forbidden smoke 
 hazes the place, a ring floats 
 from your lips populating the air 
 with a wisp of me, maybe,  
 laughing out a stream of words 
 that tangle with yours. 

 Winter is here, shelter 
 lucky for those of us who have it. 
 Looking out 
 across the same white rooftops you must see,  
 I scan the night’s necklace of lights 
 sure that just out of reach 
 beyond diamonds, I might 
 pinpoint the space of your absence.  

*used by permission of the author 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 

For most of the score, the vocal part is afforded no rhythm, but instead is notated as single, discrete pitches. 
The rhythm employed by the singer should be developed with regard to the piano part, in collaboration with 
the pianist, using syllabic stress and conveyance of the meaning of the text as paramount. The individual notes 
are fixated approximately where they would appear compared to the piano part but those positions are 
guideposts, not precise indicators. Short bar lines are used to show word stress and change of ideas, rather than 
meter. Also, any space at the beginning of “measures” are not meant to be interruptions to the vocal line or 
designated places to breathe - those should be determined by the singer to make sure clarity of text is most 
important. Rarely, but occasionally, the piano part has space at the beginning of a “measure” where the singer 
should begin then the pianist follow, but for the most part the piano will lead. Arrows are used to indicate when 
notes should align or approximately where the piano meets the vocal line. When stems appear on the notes in 
the vocal line, those rhythms should be followed. 

Likewise, the piano part, although written with precise rhythm, only contains suggestions of tempi that should 
be worked out in collaboration with the singer, not be played strictly but rather in light of the text and vocal 
part.  

Bar lines have been shortened and time signatures omitted to encourage a less rigid approach to the music. 
Double bar lines indicate a large section change. The notation of the piece should foster a collaborative spirit 
of ensemble, malleability of performance, and an overall focus on the delivery of the poem’s text.  

DURATION 

c. 6 minutes
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